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FUNERARY PYRAMIDS 

Are: Stepped, Bent,Benben, or  of True forms with some PROPERTIESnamely:

1 - Correctness ofSHAPE, 
2 - STABILITYof Edifice, 
3 - Maintain Ancestral TRADITIONS, 
4 - Solar, Oserian,Astral and RoyalCULTS.

7 LAYER MONUMENTS OF THE EARLY OLD KINGDOM

Are NOT tombs, and are missing  the PROPERTIES of Funerary Pyramids:

1 -Their plans are FAULTY,  and their ultimateshape is UNCERTAIN,

2 - Their stability is QUESTIONABLE,

3 ςThere are no architectural  FORERUNNERSthat we know of,

4 ςOnly a few signs ofRELIGIOUS RITUALS.



Early Old Kingdom Masonry



Third Dynasty Façades



Third Dynasty Layer Masonry



Early O.K. Outer Facing



Geographical Location



Layer Monument Masonry

Seila

Hebenu

Sinki

El Kula



L. M. Concretions, Granite, Lime and Sand Stone



Map of The Nile Fayum Divide



Contour Map of the Site of Seila

and an Icon Showing Relevant Bearings



Seila, Section by Lauer, Plan by Bakai - Lesco



Seila: North and South Sides



Seila: East and West Sides



Seila Principal Plan



Seila



Seila, North, South and West Descending Wadies



The Eastern Chapel Embankment



Seila Embankment, Eastern Chapel



Seila, Trench in The South of the Embankment

Looking East

Looking West



Seila, Robbers Trench



Written Material in the Robbers Trench



Seila, Bones in the Robbers Trench



Similarity of Foundations of Outer Facing at Seila, Sinki and 
Elephantine 



Outer Facing at: Seila, Hebenu and Sinki



Seila, Outer Facing Herders and Stretchers
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Seila, Step and Slope
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Possibilities of the Ultimate Shape of the Layer Monuments

From the 

Northern Chapel

From the 

Step Pyramid



Seila: the Step Pyramid Option 



Seila: the Benben Option



Seila, History of Destruction



Seila, Early Fourth Dynasty Pottery in of the Northern Chapel 



Seila, M.K. Finds in the Spalls Over the Eastern Pavement



Amphora from 3-4 Century AD and Coin of Philomator in 

the Latest Rubble covering the Spalls 



Hebenu, Zawyet el Mayiteen



Hebenu, Zawyet el Mayiteen

and an Icon Showing Relevant Bearings



Hebenu: Section by Lauer; Profile by Maragioglio and Renaldi



Hebenu, Zawyet el Mayiteen North and South sides



Hebenu, Zawyet el Mayiteen, East and West sides



Hebenu, Zawyet el Mayiteen



Sinki


