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Horus Neter-Khet was the first king of the third dynasty
(2700 B. C.) and the founder of the Old Eingdom; his name is
exceptionally writien in red ink! on the Turin Canon of Kings
{a genuine papyrus chronicle in hieratic, dating to the early
Ramesside period). He was better known to the later gener-
ations of antiquity as Djoser.

His funerary complex stands at the edge of the Westerc
Degert, near Sakkara, 25 Kilometres to the South of the Great
Pyramid. It incorporates many successive phases in the
development of ancient Egyptian architecture. This complex
with its fine, smooth polished outer facings, fluted columnsg
recessed panelling, papyrus capitals, niches, temples, shrines,
underground galleries and sculpture has been admired by
visitors across the ages; a scribe of the 18th dynasty, Ahmose,
gon of Iptah®, who came to see the temple of Djoser, wrote @
« I found it as though Heaven were within it, RA rising in it »

4 The text of a lecture delivered to the Archasological Society of Alexan-
dria on 13th. April 1871,

(1) A. Gardiner, Egypt of the Pharachs, Oxford 1866, p. T2,

(2} Leonard Cottrell, The Mountaing of Phorach, Pan Bools, London 1063

P 46,
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Anocther visitor of the same dynasty writes, « Let loaves and
oxen and fowl and all good and pure things fall to the KA
of the justified Djoser, may Heaven drop fresh myrrh, may it

drop Incense. »

Imhotep, the engineer, designer and builder of this fun-
erary complex, was famous for his knowledge in other bran-
ches of seience. After the Sixth Century B. C., he was deified
and often took the place of Nefer - Tum, son of Ptah and Sekh.-
met in the Memphis Triad3,

The religious significance and the philosephie interpreta-
tion of the complex are not dealt with here, only apparent ob-
servations which link archaic mastabas with true pyramids,
is sur subject..

Protodynastic kings built mastabas atl the Abydos archaic
necropolis.  They were excavated by Sir Flinders Petrie at
the close of the last century ; those kings also built mastabas
at the Sakkara archaic necropolis, a little to the North of our
complex. The late Walter B. Emery?, who unearthed the
Sakkara cemetery, declared it io bz the actual resting place
of those kings, and those mastabas at Abydos, to be cenotaphs.

Djoser and his father Horus-Seth Kha-Sekhemui also. built -

cenotaphs at Bet-Khallaf not far from. their predecessors’ atl.
Abydos. They were all built of sun-baked mud-brick.. -

Up till very recently, it was believed that stone was used’
for building the complex for the first time in history. As a

royal tomb this mutation is very true, but Mr. Ali El-Khouli

(3} M. Broderick and A, Morton, A Conecise Dictionary of Egyptian Archa-
eglogy, 1922, p. TT.
VAN = (oaldl) DTS uby & el Sl ol 1 g a5 28Tl
(4} W.BE., Emery, Archaic Egypt, Pelican Boolks, 1963; A, Gardiner, op.
cit., p. 409; W.EB. Emery, Hor Aha, Cairo 1939, p. L.
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working at Tura El-Asmal ElEﬁ:ﬂ-Eﬁ*—ljﬁ discovered a tomb dal-
ing to the First Dynasly, entirely built in lime - stone! The
Archaic cemetery at Helwan has many similar examples.

Whatever the case may be, the wise Imhotep proved great
skill and produced a masterpiece, never rivalled during 3500
years of ancient Egyptian civilization. The KA of his king
was to dwell in the monuments he erected, Djozer’s muwmmy
would be preserved for resurrection. In his eternal life Djoser
would still be King of Upper and Lower Egypt, the title Nekh-
bet and Edjo, (Nebty), the two ladies, would still be hig®b
"The living Horus, the great Pharach, his palaces, temples and
Heb Sed? monuments, were to be built within the complex. He
was greater than his predecessors. Noil only his personal be-
- longings were to be represented, but also Memphis, the capital

of the kingdom.

Imhotep, the genius, built the outer enclosure to represent

the walls of the city, a colossal high wall decorated on the

outer and inner sides by the palace facade recessed pannelling.

" In this way it shares the main feature of the archaic mastabas
at Sakkara {a mark of Mesopolamian influence)®, but a hund-

-red times larger; principally speaking, this rectangular
i.enclosure is' a giant mastaba; from North to South it measures
545 m., and from East to West 27T m. The impression it gives

- to-day is that of a huge fortress.

{61 Ali Bl-Khouli, 4 Prelinimary REeport on Lthe Exeavations at  Tura,
1963-64, Annales de Scrvice des Antiguités de U'Egypte T. LX, 1068,

pp. T3 1.
BY AL Gardiner, Egyplinn Gramraar, p. 73

(7T} For the Heb Sed gea: P, Montet, Eternal Bgypt, Meotor Books, 1784,
1968, pp. 76 £.; M Murray, The Splendour that was Epypt, pp. 166 £

(8) LEmery, op..cit, Fig. 110
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Like the: royal palace at. Memphis, the enclosure had, 14
entrances. Since: the KA and the BA: could. penetnate; through,
stone, all these entrances were dummy, false doors, exeept ane.
The only entrance to. the complex, used by the priests in the
anclent times and by visitors to-day, is to the. South of the
Eastern side of the enclosure wall, a narrow corridor, roofed
by stone slabs to look like palm logs, this leads to a great half-
opened double door, amazingly not of wood as expected: it .g
a stone door, another dummy. Proceeding through a shorter
but broader corridor, ancther door is built but single in thia
case.  Now we stand at the beginning of the famous colon-
nade, here Imhotep for the first time built columns, never ho-
fore were they erccted. Could a stone column stand by itself?
Could it support the heavy roof? No doubt he asked himself !
He had no example to follow. Construetion then of bricks,
wattles and reed bunches, inspired the architeet. Here the
tluted engaged column was produced, confidence lacked in a
column standing on its own, so it was connected to the wall
behind it; yet in this magnificent hypostyle the columns are
inclined to the outer sides, the spaces between them equal to
the number of Egyptian nomes (provinces) with a partition
separating Upper from Lower Egypt.

Here, the visitor is face to face wilh the prototype of all
columns he may see in later times in Egypt, Greece, Rome and
the modern buildings of to-day.

The remains of a royal stalue of Djoser found among
the ruing of the colonnade, had the name of Imhotep inseribed,
a great honour and divine gratitude.

Stone doors, engaged columns and roofs of stone slaba
imitating palm logs are very common in the buildings to be
visited.  Small blocks of limestone mark contrast with the
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-gyclopean magonry -favoured 'by -the ‘Fourth :Dynasty. At the
end -of the -colonnade, eight ‘peculiar -eolumns "are engaged in
four pairs.

Stepping into the great court, there is much to see. Over
2 'duep well, Imhotep built a mastaba very similar to those
at the Abydos necropolis, where the palace fagade was absent,
Many changes of plan resulted in a Pyramid of six steps, the
first pyramid ever built, It must be noted here that the
close examination of two forerunners at Sakkara? the tomb
of Queen Her-Nit, the supposed wife of Hosur Djer (early first
dynasty) and the tomb of Horus Enezib (late first dynasty),
show that over their burial chambers some sort of stepped
monument was built. No doubt this gifted architect elabor.
ated but surely did not invent.

Djoser was buried in a granit chamber at the bottom of
the deep well, his mummy was admitted through a hole cov-
ered by a large plug in the ceiling which weighs three tons.1¥

A maze of underground galleries in all directions. Some
of them decorated with blue faience tiles imitaling the mats
hanging on the walls of the king's palace. From these galie-
ries came thousands of splendidiy shaped vases and dishes of
elabaszter, breccia, schist and other fine stones. The sculpt-
ure to be seen is a perfect example of Old Kingdom art,
For the historian came fragments with the name of King
Weneg of the Second Dynasty, and othersll,

Thigz hypogeum is another elaboration by Imhotep on the

i et ——r

(9) Ibid, Fig. 85 .

{10y LES Edwards, The Fyramids of Egypt, Pelican Books, London 19464
pp. 63 f. '

(31} A Gardiner, Egvpt of the.Pharuohﬂ, Jr. 415,
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tombs of the Second Dynasty kings which ‘were cut in the
native rock beneath their mastabas!l2  The access to these
‘galleries is by an entrance at ground level in the mortuary
‘temple, North of the -pyramid.l3

- A‘pyramid was ‘a private tonmb for the king. In it he
woull! lie alone in splendour. Djoser, unlike all klng,_,j had,
‘his family buried under the pyramid in 11 shafts, cofihécted
‘to the hypogeum. An access to the first of ‘thes¢ shafts is
‘found East of the pyramidlt, In the Sait period, a third
entrance was hewn under the pyramid from the Southern side,
but this only led to the upper part of the well

An attractive cornice of sacred cobras is fouad over the
recesses of the problematic mastaba, known as the Southern
tomb.  In it, there is much in common with the sublerrancan
galleries, the seulpture, imitation of matting and also #n ident.
ical deep well. - The purpose of the Bouthern tomb 'is un-
certain.  Bcholarg have only guessed, somie of them consider
it the forerunner of the equally mysterious subsidiary pyramid
found south of most of true pyramids, others suppose it to be
for burying the canopic jars, a third group name it as a subs-
titute to the Abydos cenotaphs, putiing the maslaka at Bt
Khallaf in a very vague position!d,  However many kings
have built more than one tomb, ereating an unsclved problem,

Althougn the Turinn Papyrus gives Dijoser's reign only
19 years, in his life time the Heb Sed was celebrated three times.

This jubilee, though not clearly understood, dates to pre.

(12y Emery, op. cit., p. 94
(13) BEdwards, op. cit, p. 57, fig. 7.
(14} Ibid.

(15) . 81 .o e el Gl el 1 o 2 unl
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historie times; the ruler had to be killed after ruling 30 years ;
however by the First Dynasty this became a religious cerem-
ony and, naturally, the killing ceaseds, The king ran mqnd'
certain monuments, danced and wore special gowns ; he had
t6' perform all this' twice—otice as' King of Upper' Egypt and -
again’ as King of Lower Egypt. Then he was supposed »to re*
juvenate’ and prolong his reign! It was also’ belisved that
fertility of the fields depended on the physical agility of the
l%iiug. The fine sculpture mentioned above illustrates Djoser
performing this rite.

A major part of the complex is connected with the Heb Sed.
In the great court two mysterious « B » shaped monuments are
found, but a more complex and elaborate muilti-chapel wonder
is to be seen, at the Heb Sed Pavillon, where the chapels are
zolid, but for & niche where a divine statue once stood, an
arched roof and three engaged columns with an extinet plant
capital represent another splendour.

Homage must be paid to Imhotep the learned, for his
king can celebrates other Heb Seds after resurrection, the
shrines, chapels and even the pavillons in which he was to
retire between various episodes, or change his vestments, were
therel?, Three fluted columns stand engaged in the walls for
. spectators to hear them say: ¢« We were built by Imhotep ».

At the Northernm end of the Heb Sed Pavillon, one can
gse g pedestal with feet of four persons : Djoser, his wife and

two danghters.

An erroneous suggestion assuming iwo almost identical
buildings as the tombs of Princess Entakas and Princess Hetep

{1G) See Note T,
(17) Edwards, op. eit, p. 67.
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Her Nebty, the daughters of Djoser, was rectified by J.P.
Lauver. He named them, House of the South and House of
the North18, They resemble the Chapels of the Heb Sed, ex-
T wgept for being much larger, having four columns engaged in
their fagade, and a row of « Khekers » across, (they are the
knots forming the fringe of a mat). Like the Heb Sed Chapels
the houses are of solid masonry, except for an eotrance to
niches where the graffiti inscribed by Ahmon son of Iptah,
guoted at the beginning of the lecture is preserved.

A cast of the noble seated statue of Djoser (among ihe
treasures of the Cairo Museum) can be seen through two holes
in the Serdab joined to the Northern side of the pyramid and
to the East of the mortuary temple, this temple is a reminis.
cent of an earlier one within the mastaba of Horus Qee (the
[ast king of the First Dynasty), and differs from later mortu-
ary temples always built at the Eastern side of pyramidsl®,
Its plan shows two symmetrical halves that contain basins
probably where certain ceremonies were attended.

That was a brief account of the monuments hitherto ex-
cavated ; for more than 37 years of patient reconstruction
and rebuilding the French architect and Egyplologist, Jean-
Philip Lauer, has carried on the remarkable work he had
started with Firth and Quibell. But there is much more to be
excavated, the vast areas to the North and to the West of the
Step Pyramid within the enclosure, await the archeologist.

The successors of Djoger, built step pyramids : Horus
Sekhem Khet, Nubha, Kha'-Ba and Huni. Then a big step was
taken, Senefru, the greatest of all the pyramid builders, prob-

FLB) et e e Tl u.'_-la'l_,a{a'l P sk ar
{19}  Emery, op. cit, p. 90,
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ably built three pyramids : the Step Pyramid at Meidoom (alts.
ered to look like a true pyramid), the Bent Pyramid at Dahs -
ghoor and the first true pyramid North of the Bent one—the

last two are impressive giants. i

To end this lecture, one must realize the importance of
the attempts made to find the tomb of Imhotep. For eight
vears Professor W.B. Emery has gearched. e discovered
important caves : that of the Ibis, the Baboon and the Isium,
all signs of getting close to where Imhotep lies. The sudden
death of thiz great Egyptologist is a great loss to Humanity,
and the tomb of the real hero of our subject still remains un~

dizcovered.
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